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speaking, the superstition is stronger amongst the Brahmins than
amongst the members of other castes. In spite of the changes
in the attitude of high caste Hindus towards these people, a de-
pressed class man dare not enter the house of a high caste Hindu/
especially through the main entrance. When summoned by the
high castes these people stand at a respectable distance from
the former and even when encouraged to advance, do so with
hesitation.1

In most areas untouchability now means that the high castes
would not accept food or water touched by the untouchables.
Almost all of them are jalachal. It is only some of the members
of the new generation or those influenced by the advanced views
of the Congress who would not mind accepting food or water
from the hands of the depressed class people. But it is not so
easy for the high caste Hindus to get rid of prejudices that have
been fostered for centuries. There are spiritual injunctions
against acceptance of food or presents from the depressed
classes.2 According to Baudhayana, a Brahmin eating the food of
or accepting the presents of a Chandala is outcaste.3 Speaking
to or looking at a Chandala was considered an offence by
Apastamba.4 Minor relaxations of the food taboos of the high
castes are observable even in mofussil. While in the past the
Thakurs would not permit Chamars to touch their metal untensils
now they often send home gur, etc. packed in such vessels
through Chamar harwahas. Further, it is not uncommon for a
Thakur to use a Chamar's chilam.5

Untouchability within Untouchability

It should be mentioned in this connexion that an untouch-
able often considers the members of certain other castes as un-
touchables. Thus, a Chamar thinks that he would be polluted
by coming into physical contact with a Dhobi or a Dom. Such

1  In the Punjab, however/ they are not so 'depressed'.

2  Nobody cares much for such 'injunctions'.   But, as indicated else-
where, these sacred texts probably reflect the then existing lofty attitude
of high caste Hindus towards the depressed classes.

3  Dharmasutra (Buhler's trans, in S.B.E., Vol. XIV) p. 235.

4  Dharmasutra {Buhler's trans. Vol. II), p. 103.

5  A sort of tobacco-pipe similar to hooka.